Arts Learning Community Newsletter

Sausalito Marin City School District

May 2011

“When curiosity is alive, we are attracted to many things, and 

we discover many worlds.

· Eric Booth
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The goal of the SMCSD Arts Program is to create lifelong learners in the arts, successful hearers of music, and good inquirers into arts experiences. Through the program we hope that students will become musically engaged so that they can speak the language of music, and learn to develop the desire to listen more deeply, and to acknowledge the presence and quality of music in their lives. We also hope that students will become greater observers of the world around them; learning to linger, look, and wonder. In the arts, students are encouraged to learn new ways of engaging and envisioning by having time to experiment and explore with different materials and big ideas. By the process of exploration, and being given the chance to take risks, students will realize that they have a voice that can be heard throughout the world.
Mr. Luther is introducing all of the students to Orff instruments, guitar, drumming, and singing. The music studio is bustling with activity and the combinations of sounds are amazing! Mr. Luther has also started an after school music program open to all students.
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In the MLK art studio Mr. KDub is connecting to the Who Am I? Curriculum. Students are creating Mandala Pizzas, multi-cultural masks, and life size wood paintings that will be cut out and installed on the fence surrounding the garden. They are vibrant!
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Ms. Brooke is continuing to work with Essential Questions, encouraging both students and teachers to wonder and make connections to all areas of their lives. Every Elementary classroom in the District is filled with visions, explorations, mind maps, and creations made by the students.
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Mr. Biggs is continuing to work with the MLK students to be confident musicians – working together on the steel pan drums. They are also recording in the studio!
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Thank you to Brooke Toczylowski, Keith “KDub” Williams, Allen Biggs, and David Luther, for making the SMCSD arts program thrive. And a big thank you to all of the collaborating teachers and administrators in the community. Your work is inspiring!

On Thursday, May 26th, the SMCSD Visual Arts Program will be the recipient of a Golden Bell Award at the annual event, which takes place at Dominican University of California. 

Congratulations!

The SMCSD Arts Demonstration grant is in partnership
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And a special thanks to the Marin Community Foundation for making this program possible.













